
No. ______________________ 

In the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas 

Syed Sartaj Nawaz, § 
      Appellant § 

§ 
v. § 

§ 
The State of Texas, § 
      Appellee § 

Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to File 
State’s Petition for Discretionary Review 

COMES NOW, The State of Texas, by and through the Criminal District 

Attorney of Collin County, Greg Willis, and tenders pursuant to Texas Rules of 

Appellate Procedure 68.2 and 10.5, this Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time 

to File the State’s Petition for Discretionary Review. In support of this motion, the 

State would show the following: 

1. 

Appellant Syed Sartaj Nawaz was convicted of one count of injury to a child 

causing serious bodily injury and one count of injury to a child causing serious 

mental deficiency, impairment, or injury. He was sentenced to sixteen years’ 

confinement in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice—Institutional Division 

and a $10,000 fine in each count. The trial court ordered the counts to run 

consecutively. 
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The Fifth District Court of Appeals reversed his conviction for injury to a 

child causing serious mental deficiency, impairment, or injury and rendered a 

judgment vacating the conviction on May 11, 2021. Nawaz v. State, No. 05-19-

00092-CR, 2021 WL 1884551 (Tex. App.—Dallas May 11, 2021, no pet. h.) (mem. 

op., not designated for publication). 

2. 

 The State’s Petition for Discretionary Review is due on June 10, 2021. The 

State requests that it be granted an extension until July 10, 2021. The State has not 

previously requested an extension of time to file its Petition. 

3. 

 Undersigned counsel, who briefed and argued this case in the court of appeals, 

has been diligently working on her response brief in In re R.B., No. 05-21-00043-

CV, a parental rights termination case and accelerated appeal, since the court of 

appeals issued its opinion in this case. Undersigned counsel’s deadline on first 

extension to file her brief in In re R.B. is also June 10, 2021.  

 The court of appeals granted the State’s first extension in In re R.B. on May 

11, 2021, and cautioned against any further extensions due to the fact it is a parental 

rights termination case. Further, an extension in that case was necessary. First, the 

record was extensive, even for parental termination cases (27 witnesses testified), 

and undersigned counsel is responding to several sufficiency challenges made by 



both parents. Second, on May 3, 2021, undersigned counsel prepared for and acted 

as co-counsel in an in-court hearing on an application for writ of habeas corpus in 

Ex parte Timothy James Taylor, W366-80945-2012-HC. The eighteen grounds and 

numerous sub-issues alleged in the application included various allegations of 

ineffective assistance of trial counsel, ineffective assistance of appellate counsel, 

prosecutorial misconduct, Brady violations, and general Due Process violations. 

Several witnesses were called at the hearing.  

 Further, after the court of appeals issued its opinion in this case, undersigned 

counsel was unexpectedly out of the office and out of town for a funeral. 

4. 

 On June 7, 2021, I conferred with opposing counsel, Jeremy Rosenthal. He 

does not oppose the State’s requested extension. 

  



 WHEREFORE, premises considered, the State respectfully requests that the 

Court grant an extension of time for the State to file its Petition for Discretionary 

Review until July 10, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

GREG WILLIS 
      Criminal District Attorney 
      Collin County, Texas 
 

  JOHN R. ROLATER, JR.  
  Assistant Criminal District Attorney 
  Chief of the Appellate Division 
 

 

/s/ Sarah R. Preston    
SARAH R. PRESTON 
Assistant Criminal District Attorney 
2100 Bloomdale Rd., Ste. 200 
McKinney, Texas 75071 
State Bar No. 24060979 
(972) 548-4323 
FAX (214) 491-4860 
spreston@co.collin.tx.us 
 

 
 
 

  



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The State has served a true copy of this Motion for Extension of Time to File 

the State’s Petition for Discretionary Review on counsel for Appellant, Jeremy 

Rosenthal, jeremy@texasdefensefirm.com, and the State Prosecuting Attorney, 

information@spa.texas.gov, through the eFileTexas.gov filing system, the 7th day 

of June 2021. 

 
       /s/ Sarah R. Preston   
       Sarah R. Preston 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 

 On June 7, 2021, I spoke to Appellant’s counsel, Jeremy Rosenthal, over the 

phone and informed him of the State’s intention to seek discretionary review, and 

that the State was seeking a 30-day extension of time to file its petition for 

discretionary review. I asked if he was opposed to the extension; he informed me 

that he was not. 

 

/s/ Sarah R. Preston   
       Sarah R. Preston 
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